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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Conservation Division 
Area Oil Shple Supervisor's Office 

Mesa Federal Savings & Loan 
131 N. 6th, Suite 300 

Grand Junction, Colorado 81 SOI 

U.S. GEOL^ICAL SURVEY 
ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 

October 7, 1980 

"Memorandum" 

To: 

Through: 

From: 

Ed Sandell, Acting DCM Mining 
South Central Region 

Area Oil Shale Supervisor M? 

Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized by: ^ P ^ 

Date: <//^o//3 

Dave Oberwager, Environmental Scientist 

Subject; Reclamation program for Anaconda Uranium Mine 

In order to confirm some of the items we discussed concerning the 
reclamation program for the Anaconda Uranium Mine on the Laguna 
Indian lands, the following items caiae to mind. 

The grass and shrub species being used for the revegetatlon program 
are compatible and acceptable. This was well.demonstrated on the one 
area that we visited that had been in production for approximately 6 
years. I feel that the methods used in this area for reclamation and 
revegetatlon can be acceptable for other areas to be reclalmp.d. I 
would suggest though, that a chemical analysis be made of the soils, 
vegetation, and water in the area and compared to a similar vegetation 
type in the iimaediate mine vicinity in order to compare natural 
water, soil, and plant chemistry. Tests should be made for both 
micro and macronutrients, trace elements, and possible toxic compounds. 
All secdings should be inoculated and treated as we discussed at the 
mine. 

Plant species, density, and composition in the revegetatlon area 
appeared equal to some of the surrounding undisturbed areas. I 
would suggest a vegetative monitoring progr.im yearly report he 
made available to your office in order to be assured of revegetatic-n 
progress or lack of it. 

As an alternative reclamation program that might be presented to the 
Tribal Council and not be more costly to the Anaconda people would be 
a more intensive type of agriculture. The large relatively flat areas 
both in the pit and on the spoil piles might be used for hay, grain, 

oOJTiOŷ P'̂  pasture for a more intensive livestock operation or cash crop. 
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